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New formula pacifies IIT
faculty members

KALPANA PATHAK
Mumbal, 24 June

A compromise offer worked
out by the Joint Admission
Board (JAB) for admission to
the Indian Institutes of
Technology (ITTs} has pacified
agitating members of the All
India IIT Faculty Federation
(AIIITFF). Even so, the prob-
lem of autonomy of the IITs
persists, according to the fed-
eration.

Under the compromise
worked out, while the board
marks will continue to be an
eligibility criterion for admis-

sion to the IITs, the current
cut-off of 60 per cent aggre-
gate marks will go. Instead, a
certain percentile of the top-
per’s score will be considered.

In the JAB meeting held
last week, directors of the ITs
accepted a proposal to allow
only the top 20 per cent stu-
dents in the Class XII board
examinations to appear in the
entrance examination.

“We want to support
schooling and we think this
new formula will support
schooling system. Rather than

having an absolute percentage,
this formula will work better,”

P4

said a faculty member from
AIIITFF. “However, faculty
members still have the issue of
autonomy of IITs. It all
depends on what decislon
council will take on meeting
onJune 27" .

“If the IIT Council decides
on scmething and gives the [IT
senates the liberty to take a
final call, the senates will feel
they have been respected for
academic matter — and will
positively respond to that,,” he
added. '

IIT directors who attended
the JAB meeting did not want
to comment on the matter,
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93% of students
against new JEE
format; Survey

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA W
NEW DELHI

The compromise formula
being worked out by the
HRD Ministry and Council of
IITs towards conduct of a com-
mon entrance test has to cross
the hurdles of all the Senates of
1ITs. Empowered to take all
academic decisions, the final
call has to be taken by the
Senates, which recently turned
down HRD Minister Kapil
Sibal's one-nation one-test pro-
posal leading to controversy.
The cut-off marks being set
on a percentile basis for each
State boards, is now likely to
beceme a bone of contention.
Even if the new eligibility cri-
teria were announced by Sibal
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Compromise form

and Council of IITs on
Wednesday, the Senates will
have to give it thumbs up.
Then only the pr([)lposed test
could be conducted by 2013.
The seven IITs have ceol-
lectively nearly 1,400 Senate
members. This number is
much higher than the strength
of the Council and Board.
“All the 1IT Directors,
HRM should understand and
appreciate that final decision is
of Senates when academic mat-
ters are concerned. The

Council has to only coordinate .

amongst all IITs, which
includes the nine other IITs,
There should always be a com-
mon minimum programme
churned out from Council,
Senate and Board to reach a
consensus,” said a professor of
IIT-Kanpur.

To break the logjam, the
IIT Directors on Saturday dis-
cussed a compromise formula,
which includes a proposal to
take top 20-30 students based

-NATION-ONE-TEST : :
ula hinges on Senates’ call

proposal

20 (2%)
A
T

857 (93%)

on percentile ranking of respec-
tive boards for preparing the
merit list. The percentile crite-

“ rion along with performance in

the JEE-Main will be used for
filtering students. Their scores
at the advanced test conduct-
ed by IITs will be taken into
account to prepare the merit list
for admission to IITs.
Meanwhile, even as the
controversy is yet to settle

,_44 (5%)

nYes
s No

= Can't say

down, the student community
of HIT has expressed their
resentment through an online
referendum. In the survey con-
ducted by the students of IIT
Delhi, a majority of them have
disapproved to the new format
of the JEE proposed by the
HRD Ministry.

They halz also conveyed
about their feelings t6 the IIT-
Delhi Senate before it took a

decision to go for an indepen-
dent entrance similar to the
announcement by IIT-Kanpur.

A majority of the students
(939%) are opposed to the new
format of the JEE. Only 5% of
the respondents felt that the
new format will lead to a
reduction in stress, thereby
$1estioning the credibility of

e claims made by the MHRD.

Further, 87% of the stu-
dents believe that the way in
which the decision has been
made leaves much to be
desired. Therefore, there should
be more debates and discus-
sions involving the stakehold-
ers; Faculty, students, alumni,
and then a proper decision
should be taf(’en and imple-
mented from 2014,

As many as 78% students
felt that the new test will lead
to a reduction in quality of the
students being admitted to the
IITs. Eighty-eight per cent of
the students want IIT-Delhi to
go ahead to support the IIT-K

proposal to conduct the exist-
ing JEE, if the MHRD will not
reconsider its decision.

Regarding the pattern of
the exam, quite a few students
(52%) destre that the JEE be
returned to its pre-2006 format
with a subjective main exam
after an objective screening
exam, however, 44% are in
support of the status quo.

The students commented
that the hasty procedure fol-
lowed by MHRD was the mest
shocking of all actions. “These
travails make the student
demotivated enough to expect
marks within a deviation of at
least 5% of their original expec-
tation, which can effectivepr
make or break an aspirant’s
future, says the students’ inter-
nal survey with 921 respon-
dents organised by the Co-cur-
ricular and Academic
Interaction Council (CAIC),
and Student Affairs Council
(SAC) of IIT-Delhi,” the find-
ing of the survey said.
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Address the Real Problem
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The liT admlssmn row is about our democratic pollty and wrong choices made in education, outside HTs

RAMA BIJAPURKAR
INDEPENDENT MARKET
STRATEGY CONSULTANT

heIITstudent-selection
imbroglio has the fami-
liar confusion on what
the real problem issues are.
Understandable, because the
problem is complex and the
. solution not obvipus because
of asensitivepublic good that
has many stakeholders, and
. bicause the root cause lies
outside the IITs, in a largely
state-cantrolled mediocre ed-
ucation system with an enor-
mous demand-supply gap for
quality and meritocracy. Par-
ents and students see the few
islands that have delivered
both, and pull out all the stops
to get in. Therefore, what is
currently being formulated
as a “too much pressure on
children, how to reduce the
numbet of tests” problem sh-
ould be formulated as “too lit-
tle capacity, how to fast-track
building equally-good capa-
city in the shortest-possible
periodof time”,

This needs far more than an-
nouncing new colleges with
the same name in remote lo-
cations, Whatiswrong instu-
dents taking multiple tests, if
they are conducted fairly, and
do not hear money or politi-
cal influence speak? It is the
rite of passage of student-

hood, even inthebesteducat!-
on systems globally, students
slog over multiple applicatio-
ns, essays, aptitude tests and
interviews at undergrad lev-
els, The mass of youth seeki-
ng jobs in India has a far rou-
gher time than IIT aspirants,
The real answer to the probl-
emmaynotlieinthe ministry
of human resource develop-
ment domain (decreasing the
number of tests, etc) but in
the faculty domain (finding
Intellectyally-smart comput-
er- based esting system that
defangs coaching classes).
Inapublicgood, thereareal-
ways shades of grey on who
gets to call the shots. Faculty
cannot say “it’sour call”, and
then not urgently deliver sol-
utionstotheproblemscaused
by the present testing system,
that many of them admit to.
Supporters of educational-
institution autonomy and ac-
tivists in the ecosystem can-
not uncenditionally oppose
governmentand supportstat-
us-quodemands and slow res-
ponse from faculty, No minis-
ter with intellectual humility
and true belief in democracy
can believe that he has the
clinching wisdom and clout
to decide the solution. Board
members and chairmen of
such institutions also cannot
abdicate their societal respo-
nsibility and unquestioning-
ly support government acti-
on because of fear of jeopard-
ising their other businesses
interests with the govern-
ment or because they believe
that it is “their money, they
have a right to do what they
[the government] want”,
Truth is that it is not their

money, butratheritisourmeo-
neyandthey and weare trust-
ees of it. So, the first-level fra-
ming of this problem is that
this is about our democratic
polity, renegotiating all our
implicit (and explicit) bound-
ariesof clout,freedomandre-
spensibility. And, all of us
who seek to engage with this
problem, including govern-
ment, must approach itthus.
The need for change in the
IIT student-selection process
has reportedly been discuss-
ed frequently by faculty sena-
tes, Thefaculty are increasin-
gly concerned that the prese-
nt process favours students
who have successfully mana-
ged to do a one-time pole vau-
1t, after two years of narrow-
focused training, to the exclu-
slonof everythingelse. Many
havenotattended regularcla-
sses for ‘plus two’ (speaks vol-
umes for the plus-twosystem)

SAI..AM
and are ill-equipped for the
challenges of an IIT-type col-
lege system. They recognise
that the test format selects
high-intensity coaching-cla-
ss students and does not shar-
ply differentiatebetween nor-
mally-educated bright kids
and obsessively-polished not-
so-bright kids. Some of us
who see the !IM system at
close quarters wonder if we
are getting hothouse flowers
who cannot function except
in a controlled environment.

f we ‘decanted’ the top hu-
Indred from the CAT and

took the next two hundr-
ed, might we get a more heal-
thy and hardy mainstreamst-
udents who are better round-
ed individuals, likely to be be-
tter risk-takers, not obsesséd
about a single ‘right answer’
and, hence, better perform-
ersinthereal world? Theidea
of a two-stage selection for

IITs, the first stage including
school marks (measured in a
much more sophisticated
way than MHRD suggests) as
an indicator of sustained per-
formance, isa good destgn pr-
ineiple, It will reduce the grip
of the coaching classes. But
the real answer is in design-
ing innovative tests that mea-
sure ‘true worth’ and further
reduce the coaching-class
beat-the-system effect, and is
the big intellectual challenge
that the IITfaculty mustsolve
quickly and completely, and
earntherighttotell everyone
else toback off.

Mr Kapil Sibal makes a spe-
cious argument when he says
that “it is the decision of the
II'T council and not of the mi-
nistry”, when he is, in fact,
the chairman of the council
presumably because he is the
minister, Further, he exercis-,
es considerable power in de-
ciding members of the coun-
cil, by decidingchairmenand
directors, The “we will choo-
se from three names institu-
tions give us” autonomy, asin
thecase of [TMsas well, isa st-
range autonomy because the
minister does not accept any
rankingor feedback based on
the institution's assessment
of each chairman candida-
te’s strengths and weakness-
es vis-&-vis the contpxtual re-
quirements for the job.

Weoweittoour childrennot
to bring arrogance, ego or
poor listening skills tc the
problem-solving table, and to
continue working collective-
1y and intensively for as long
as it takes for a good-enough -
solution that every stake-
holder is okay with. .
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HT, Mumbai

lITs designs to make your life simpler

CUTTING EDGE IIT-B's two-day annual design show, to be held at Nehru Centre at Worli, will feature innovators whose work has won natlonal and international awards

Kiran Wadhwa
e

MUMBAE: A social network for
farmors, malaris trockens, ond n
b that becomes o work table
s woll e sofin; these ee some
of the innovations that will be
showensed at the Desgn Degnee
Show, Hosted by the Industriol
Dhvsign Centre (IDC) o the ndinn
Institute of Tochinology Ihnlu\
(IIT-B), the l

Standardising

mobile bllls
PROJECT BY: Konark Ashara
India has 584.32 million
mobile users, Every compa-
ny has thelr own bill design.
The aim of the project was

the creations of the gmlu.uuu
bateh of students.

“We hine interesting collalxo-
rations where students have
tesmed up with forvign compa-
e and unhversithes, especially
in the sutomobile sector. The
design solutions have bovn cre
ated after an in-depth study of
the Indian user,” said GG Ry,
head of IDC, The show will be
hedd on Ju D and July 1 at
Neheu Centre at Wodi,

Desiggns from four streams —
industrial design, visunl com-
munication, intersction design,
animation and film design and
mobility s vebicle design will
e showcased. A fow of these
deigns hove already won ration-
ol and international swrds,

Sangukta Das, o finod yeor stu
dent, has collaborated with
Nanyang Technological
University, Singspone, “While we
did our field work here, we
worked with the technical and
research team there to develop
the concept,” suid Dras, who has
done o project on soclal media
to bring together disappearing
communities,

1DC will also beost Abbikatlpeira
- National Design Innovation
Conference on June £ o
which will book at innovation s
aprocess driven by gumat of dis-
0 lw-lll‘luhlgln.lmluulu'm
engineering snd design.

to design a standardised bill
for all service providers.
The project intends to visu-
alise bills with graphic sup-
port to make decoding
Information easier. This bill
will feature the most fre-
quently called number,
Internet usage and value-
added services, The infor-
mation will be visualised
uslnq graphics for easy
omprehension. It will also
bemmrd for tablets.

Social network for agriculture: Sarv-Samridhhi
PROJECT BY: Vidhya Appu

The project aims to explore the impact of social media on agriculture.
The focus was on creating a diagnostic tool to help farmers detect
problems in their crops, connect them with other farmers with simifar
problems and contact vendors for solutions. Sarv-Samridhhi (pros-
perity for all) is an interface which helps farmers reach a diagnosis on
diseases that might have infected their crop. The interface also pro-
poses a community screen on which farmers can watch videos.

DESIGNING THE FUTIIRE

The project is is all
about having more
despite owning less.,
Getting the most out of
one piece of furniture
was the main aim of
the brok

Transformable furniture
would allow an individ-
ual to manipulate the
product according to
his or her requirements.
1t will also bring about

Puppetrix:
An interactive tangible
tablet op

* avisual change, That is

appealing and would
change the layout of
the room.

and learn with different sets of toys
using animation. Children can create

their own set of toys by choosing char-

acters from the printed character dic-
tionary. Children can place the toys on
the screen and cormesponding animat-
ed elements appear on the screen,
The user can create a narrative
through an animated story wrapped
around the interplay of these toys.

Redesign of Mumbai
suburban railway indicator
PROJECT 8Y: Deepali Karanjavkar
The project aims at redesigning
Mumbai suburban railway indicators
for effective communication with reg
ular commuters a5 well as new trav-
ellers. Commuter studies revealed
that people face issues such as miss-
g tradns, rmsmq platforms and bad
signage. The project also studied rail
waty indicators in other Indian cities
and foreign countries. Based on the
findings, the project focused on
improving the Devanagari typeface
and visual display of the indicator.

Redeslgrnlng classroom
furniture

PROJECT BY: Keith D'Souza

The project aims to cater to govern-
ment schools, The project was
undertaken after analysing the
habits and behavioural pattems of
students and the kinds of problems
they face with benches in the class-
room. The design tries to resolve one
of the basic problems faced in
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niversalisation of education

There’s the need for a well-designed PPP model in education.

) .
Y \\

Rakesh Bharti Mittal

HE education sector is
clearly at a major crossroad
today Thanks to the sticcess
of programmes like the Sar-
va Shiksha Abhiyan, the
number of out-of-school children in the
6-14 age group in the country has de-
clined considerably in recent times.
This has come down to less than 5% of
the population in that age group. Tome,
this is a huge achievement, However,
while it has ensured that children are
enrolled in schools, the quality of edu-
cationstillremainsa concern.
Increasedenrolment in primaryedu-
cation remindsusof theimpendingrise
in demand for education at the sec-
ondary level. The big question facing
policymakers and educationists today
ishowtocarryforward thismomentum
inprimary education to the secondary
levelinthemidstof the severe resource
crunch facing the government?

+ Unavailability of adequate infra-
structure is clearly the biggest chal-
lengefacing secondary education today,
Enrolmentatthe secondarylevel is still
very low with large number of drop-
ouis at each level, While this can be at-
tributed toa variety of factors, the qual-
ity of education delivery—asisthecase
at the primary level—remains one of
the key contributing factors, Thus, the
need of the hour is to address quality
improvementsuchasrobust curricular
framework, improvementof classroom
processesand enhanced teacher perfor-
mance te ensure holistic development
of children as well as improved learn-
ingoutcomes atthe secondary level,

The Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha
Abhiyan launched in 2009 by the min-
istry of human resources development
to strengthen the secondary school in-
frastructureinthe countrywasastepin
the right direction. Since the initiative,

ASITBAGCHI

by itself, is not enough to secure the
wider objective of universalisation of
secondary education, the government
hascommitted itself tosetup6,000mod-
el senjor secondary schools. Of these,
2,500 are to be set up under the public-
private partnership (PPP)model.

PPP models have already been work-
ing successfully indifferent infrastrue-
ture sectors of the economy A lot has
been discussed about successful PPP
projects in the physical infrastructure
area. Ineducation, too, we already have
quite a few successful PPP initiatives
both at the primary and secondary lev-
el. Bharti Group’s philanthropic arm
BhartiFoundation isrunningtwo PPPs
in Rajasthan and Punjab. In Rajasthan,
the foundation has adopted 49 govern-
ment primary and elementary schools.
Similarly, at the secondary level, the
foundation is running five senior sec-
ondary schools in Punjab under the
Adarsh School programme. Under the
scheme, while capital expenses are
shared 50:50 between the government
and the private partner, operational ex-
Penses are shared in a ratio of 70:30 cal-
culated at the rate of 1,600 per month
per child with a provision of cost esca-

lationof 5% every year.

Today, the PPP model is operational
in three different variations. The first
and need-based intervention model re-
quires the private partner tocontribute
toactivities like teachers’ training pro-
grammes, pedagogical processes and
inputs, Ownership and management of
the schools continues tobe in the hands
of the government. In the second varia-
tion, the private partner adepts an ex-
isting school and manages it on behalf
of the government, which continues to
fund the operations. The private part-
ner funds teachers’ training, pedagogi-
cal inputs, effective supervision and
monitoring. In the third variation, the
private partner is not only required to
construct the new school under a
shared funding arrangement but also
manages it withpartial operationalcost
support from the government. Italsoal-
lowstheprivate sector tobeatitsbestin
terms of efficiency besides helping en-
sure a strong accountability frame-
work. But I believe the second option
may emerge as the best since it facili-
tates the use of existing infrastructure
todeliver quality education.

The Union government’s ambitious

agenda to set up 2,500 senior secondary
schools under the PPP scheme is laud-
ableandrequiresawell-consideredreg-
ulatory framework to be successful.
Agreement between the government
and the concessionaire needs to govern
various conditions under which the
schools would be constructed and oper-
ated. To enable the scheme to move in
the desired direction, key performance
indicatorsneed to be simple tomeasure
and easily quantifiable. We need tangi-
ble parameters, the assessment of
which cannot be left to individual dis-
cretion. Wealsoneed tokeepinmind the
factthattargetsandexpectationssetout
in'the concession agreement are realis;
ticandachievable, Settingtooidealistic
targets without any consideration for
the ground reality may not generate
enough enthusiasm among potential
private players. The targets would also
be inthe nature of benchmarks, which,
if surpassed, should lead te incentives
to the concessionaire and vice versa.
Last but not the least, the government
must ensure that the whole process of
invitation of bids and finalallotment is
transparent to encourage serious play-
erstoplay an activerole.

Secondary education constitutes a
key link between education and eco-

‘nomic development, as it prepares

young minds both for higher education .
and participation in the overall growth
process. Its importance has gone up im-
mensely in recent times in view of the
rapid scientific and technological
changes taking place in the place of
work in a liberalised and globalised
economy. Every sector—from manufac-
turing to services—is undergoing con-
siderable changes bothin termsof skill
requirement and management prac-
tices.In viewof these changesintheen-
vironment it is now imperative tomake
way for compulsory vocational educa-
tion atthesecondary level.

Istrongly believe universalisation of
secondary education can play a power-
ful role in driving the inclusive growth
agenda of the government. The PPP
model has an inherent potential to de-
liver quality educationto marginalised
sectionstocreate employability among
them. It can effectively complement..
publicexpenditure inthe sector,

Theauthor is vice-chatrman & MD,
Bharti Enterprises
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1I'T-Kharagpur looking to

improve research output

By PRrASHANT K, NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELH|

Breaking with current prac-
tice, the oldest Indian In-
stitute of Technology (1IT}, the
one at Kharagpur, has decided
to improve its research output
by reducing intake at under-
graduate programmes, thus
earning as much as 3500 crore
a year in revenue from spon-
sored research.

The move has come at a time
when the IITs are facing criti-
cism for not focusing on re-
search and development and
hence not ranking among the
top 100 institutes in the world.

“We want to ramp up our re-
search in the next five-six
years,” said Damodar Acharya,
director of IIT-Kharagpur. He
said the institute, which now
has nearly 10,000 students, will
not increase this number be-
yond 12,000,

Of the total number, 40% will
be undergraduates, and the re-
maining 60% will be postgradu-
ate and PhD students, The cur-

rent proportion is nearly the re-
verse.

Besides typical academic re-
search, the institute will have a
strong focus on sponsored re-
search, The IIT sees this seg-
ment giving students a lot of ex-
posure and spportunity to work
on live projects. )

“Out total sponsored re-
search varies between <100
crore and X170 crore a year for
the past few years,” Acharya
said. “It’s almost matching with
the (planned) grant that we are
getting from the government,
As far as sponsored research is
concerned, our objective is to
have Y500 crore per year.”

In 2011, a committee led by
the Anil Kakodkar, former
chairman of the Atomic Energy
Commission, had suggested
that the ITs should be re-
branded as primary research
institutes that should boost
PhD students from fewer than
1,000 graduates to 10,000 per
year by 2020-25,

There is a common percep-
tion that the IITs are primarily
teaching institutes with little

contribution to research.

“This is a positive move,”
said Nitin Sharma, chief strate-
gic officer, Sambodhl Research
and Communication Pvt. Lid,
a project management and re-
search consultancy in Delhi.
“Nobody should take the India
growth story for granted. When
institutes tilt towards research,
it's a realization on their part to
be more relevant. For them, re-
search and analysis help. And it
does help the undergraduate
students as well.”

Acharya said both collabora-
tive and sponsored research
help the institute improve in-
frastructure while giving stu-
dents exposure. Several compa-
nies—General Motors Co.,
Texas Instruments Inc. and
Indian  Railways—have re-
search collaberations with IIT-
Kharagpur, which has a perma-
nent faculty of nearly 600,

Its director said this was
helping build laboratories and
close to 1,000 people were
working on sponsored research
projects that have been award-
ed by private companies and

government organizations.

“Cur PhD students get to
work on sponsored research
and we have started giving op-
portunity to UG (undergradu-
ate) students to get involved
with the sponsored research,”
Acharya said. “So you earn
while you learn.”

Acharya said ramping up re-
search will help the IIT improve
its international standing. “We
want to make sure that in the
next 20 years, we are in the top
20 in the world,” he said. *To
do this, we have to do a number
of things—one is the academic
goal and the type of graduates
we produce. Here, the research
focus helps.”

As a first step, IIT-Kharagpur
has enrolled 1,600 PhD schol-
ars, perhaps the highest num-
ber in any technical institute in
India. ..

Besides this, it has been pat-
enting nearly 40 products or
services annually for the last
couple of years. To aid this, the
legal department has a speciali-
zation on intellectual property
law. This year, it has started a
stream on competition and cor-
porate law.

Acharya said such moves
have helped the school’s pat-
enting initiative. While for stu-
dents this a learning process,
for the institute it involves be-
ing able to copyright research-
outcomes, he said,
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New website -
makes getting
in touch with

|ITians easier

GAURAY SAINI
Press Trust of India

THANKS to a website peo-
ple can now make friends
with graduates from the
prestigious Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology,

Datefitians.com is the
braipchﬂd of three gradu-
ates from IIT Kharagpur,
Layak  Singh, Kinshuk
Bairagi and Nikhil Kaushik.

While Singh is the chief
of operations and business
management, the other two
are co-founders of the portal
that now hoasts of 7,000
users, 35 per cent of whom
are girls. The website, which
was launched in February,
aims at bringing quintessen-
tial geeks to one platform and
introduce them with others
and share information.

“Techies are regarded to
be the people who are al-
ways busy with their ideas
and work, those who have
little or not time to interact
with people and are consid-
ered boring because of their
obsessive hobby or narrow
interests. We wanted to con-
nect these geeks and let
them have some fun,” Singh
said. The idea to launch a
website struck the tric when
they were having a chat at
IIT-Kharagpur that II'Ts do
not have much gjrls.

“We were of the opinien
that the boy to girl ratio is
not good and students do
not mingle easily. So to es-
tablish a connection be-
tween the IIT students, we
planned to start with the on-
line websité. We, in fact, did
a market survey and find out

it to be a worthy initiative, , ..

thus started the making of a

dedicated dating website for -

IT'Tians,” he said.

After an incredible re-
sponse, the website is all
set to go global in August.
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Times of India , ND 25/06/2012
P-4 Education Times

Online content
partnerships

" Aaditi Isaae/TNN

process through videos and to expand its reach from

university education to primary, secondary and life-
long learning, YouTube Education is here in India for
new cantent partnerships.’ !

“The IITs are already imparting lessons through
YouTube Education, but we are looking for more quality
content partners beyond them," says Angela Lin, head,
YouTube Education.

YouTube Education, at present, has 750 educational
channels and 400 universities that upload quality con-
tent online. “We are a global video classroom that focus-

" es on bringing classroom concepts to life, allowing peo-
ple to create videos and access them from one's schocl.
Students can access content created by Stanford Univer-
sity, MIT, etc. In India, Khan Academy is helping us with
primary and secondary education. With more than three
billion views per day and 60 hours of videc being up-
loaded every minute, this platform has a lot of poten-
tial," she says.

Talking about the advantages of studying through
videos, Lin says, “Videos are not a replacement for
teachers, but they enhance learning by engaging the
user. Some students learn faster orally, some visually.
Video combines both and helps a student learn and re-
tain. It is free and acts as a global platform,” says Lin.

Educational institutions who want to be featured on
the YouTube Education website need to apply to the
YouTube partner programme. The institution will be re-
viewed, hefore being allowed to be featured on the .
YouTube Education website.

I n order to supplement the teaching and learning

. www.youtube.com/partners
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